and it was lowered to As. 15 and even As. 14 very often.
He was told that the removal of the control had brought
much relief to the people. He could take no credit for
what was happening in the matter of controls. The
real credit went to the masses whose wish he was voicing.
If his personal voice had any effect, the unseemly com-
munal trouble would have ceased long ago. In this
matter they dubbed him as a visionary and a madcap.
He knew that they were wrong and he was right. If
he had been right and practical on many occasions in
the past, why was he unpractical in this matter of life
and death? Tulsidas had said that the essence of religion
was mercy and forgiveness. That was exactly what
Gandhiji had been asking them to follow.
Returning to the matter of controls, Gandhiji said
that the controls on cloth, firewood and petrol should
also  be  removed  forthwith.  He  had  dealt with cloth
control at the meeting of businessmen. As for firewood,
people were not going to consume more firewood than
necessary, if the control was removed. Removal of the
control could not adversely affect the poor in the matter
of firewood. It was the control on petrol that was hitting
them hard on all sides because he understood that it
hampered road transport.  They did not have enough
railway .transport. To make new railways and wagons
was a long time project. They did not need new rail-
ways. The removal of the control on petrol would make
it wholly unnecessary. Swift road transport of foodgrains,
cloth and salt would lower the prices of those articles.
The salt tax had gone and yet salt had become more
expensive than before.  It was partly due  to  transport
difficulty and partly due to some bungling about con-
tracts. A few contractors were said to be fattening at
the expense of the consumers. The evil must be rectified.
288